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I Background

In its 65th session in June 2006, the IASC WG endorsed the Operational Guidelines on Human Rights and Natural Disasters that had been developed in a comprehensive and inclusive process under the leadership of the Representative of the UN Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons (RSG). The IASC WG further noted that the Operational Guidelines would be reviewed after two years for possible amendment.

Subsequently the RSG developed a pilot manual, which was published in March 2008. The purpose of the manual was to facilitate the incorporation of the Operational Guidelines into the work of humanitarian and development actors by providing practical examples and operational steps for their implementation.
The RSG and the Brooking Bern Project on Internal Displacement in cooperation with different IASC members conducted a series of workshops over the past two years. Some 300 government officials, humanitarian and development actors, members of security forces and fire brigades participated in 8 workshops in Central America, Southern Africa and South/South-East Asia.
Based on the experiences gathered through these workshops and the feedback from UN agencies, the RSG started a revision of the Operational Guidelines as requested by the IASC WG. The revision process was conducted in cooperation with the Task Force on Protection in Natural Disasters of the Global Protection Cluster. A broad-based consultation workshop took place in January 2009 in Geneva bringing together IASC members and participants working in countries affected by natural disasters. Deliberations and consultations continued subsequently in the Task Force. Formal consultation with IASC members and other stakeholders on the revised draft was initiated at the end of May 2010. Responses to the consultations were received by 23 June and will be integrated in the new draft that will be presented to the IASC WG.
II The Revised Operational Guidelines on the Protection of Persons Affected by Natural Disasters

In the revision process it was decided to merge the Operational Guidelines and the Manual into a single document. Given the sensitivities of many governments with regard to human rights it was also decided to replace human rights by protection in the title of the guidelines.

The new Guidelines are divided into three parts:
Part I gives the conceptual framework on human rights and protection, explains why human rights matter in situations of natural disasters, what protection is about and what the underlying principles of the Guidelines are.
Part II divides the human rights applicable to persons affected by natural disasters into four categories and give concrete guidance on the application of the specific human rights in preparedness, disaster response and recovery.

Part III deals with specific groups of persons and identifies the human rights and operational guidelines in part II that are of particular importance to these specific groups.

III Proposed Actions
The IASC Working Group:
1. 
Takes note of the revised Operational Guidelines on the Protection of Persons Affected by Natural Disasters and requests the RSG to circulate an updated version to the Working Group by 20 August 2010 for electronic endorsement by 10 September 2010. Action by: RSG and IASC WG.

2.
Notes that the Brookings Bern Project on Internal Displacement will print the endorsed Operational Guidelines. Action by: RSG and Brookings Bern Project on internal Displacement.

3.
Requests the RSG to develop a dissemination strategy in cooperation with the Task Force on Protection in Natural Disasters of the Global Protection Cluster. Action by: RSG and Task Force on Protection in Natural Disasters of the Global Protection Cluster.
Prepared by: The office of the RSG on the HR of IDPs, June 2010
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