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This statement has been drafted in consultation with, and is delivered on behalf of, a wide range of NGOs and attempts to reflect the diversity of views within the NGO community.

Mr. Chairman,

The NGOs commend the High Commissioner and his Office on their forward thinking by launching the High Commissioner’s Dialogue on Urban Displacement in December 2009. As we have consistently said, however, while appreciating the spirit of the High Commissioner’s Dialogues, we are keen to see concrete follow-up after them, particularly for a subject as crucial as urban displacement. 

As an international humanitarian community we are aware that for too long, we all have preferred the path of least resistance and have tended to concentrate our efforts on displaced persons in camps, rather than reaching out to those who are displaced in urban settings or other settlement options, including host families and self settlement. We recognise that the implementation of UNHCR’s new Urban Refugee Policy will require new tools and different capacities, as well as new partnerships with local and grass-roots partners, such as faith-based organisations and civil society groups, who tend to have more comprehensive outreach structures and methodologies at the local level than international organisations and centralised government structures.
While encouraging UNHCR, host countries, and the NGO community to work together to enhance the protection space in urban areas by improving the access, the participation, and the empowerment of all persons of concern, we call on members of the Executive Committee to honour their responsibility to remind host countries that encampment should be a last resort and not the preferred option.
We welcome UNHCR’s leadership in the implementation of its Urban Refugee Policy. We would, however, like to stress that its implementation and the revision of the necessary tools should happen in partnership not only with the concerned States and local authorities, but with NGO partners as well, since many of them are implementing partners of UNHCR and will have to deal with the practical consequences of the revisions. Therefore, we would like to encourage UNHCR to hold a meeting with its implementing partners, either on a regional level or at a global level, to map what is already being done by international and local partners, and to take stock of what impact the concrete consequences of the changed policy will have on their work and capacity; what needs to be done in terms of adaptation or revision of existing policies or working methodologies; and what good practices already exist both in outreach and in protection of persons of concern in urban settings. 
We furthermore call for additional resources to be made available to be able to cover the additional work which the protection and assistance of urban refugees and of other persons of concern will inevitably require. 
We seize this opportunity to remind UNHCR that NGOs are willing to participate in the selection of the pilot cities and real-time evaluations of the implementation of the new Urban Refugee Policy, and stand by to hear in which cities this will take place and how the cooperation can be enhanced. 

We also very much welcome the High Commissioner’s commitment to undertake advocacy together with the Representative of the UN Secretary General on Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons. We stand ready to assist in the mapping of what has already been done or the gaps and in the formulation of the UN-policy based on the experiences that our organisations or local partners have with internally displaced persons in urban settings.

A longer version of this statement is available in print at the back of the room.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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