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Excellency,

Following my letter to you in June 2008, I am once again writing to you to express my grave concern over the escalating needs in the Horn of Africa, not least following my visit earlier this month to Ethiopia. I attach for your information the ‘Horn of Africa Drought Alert’ which outlines the prevailing resource needs and shortfalls to support over 16 million drought-affected persons, including 3 million children at risk of malnutrition, disease and death. 

Since my last letter, the situation has seriously deteriorated across the region. The recurrence of drought, and the dramatic rise of food and fuel prices in recent months, are combining to jeopardize the livelihoods and coping mechanisms of millions of vulnerable people. As you know, many of these populations already live on the margins of survival due to chronic poverty, exacerbated in some areas by conflict and displacement, and it has taken little to tip them over the edge.  Large swathes of the population across the region are now facing a state of humanitarian emergency, with increasing numbers of people requiring urgent food and nutrition support and other humanitarian assistance. The situation appears particularly critical in Ethiopia, Somalia and Djibouti, and is seriously deteriorating in Eritrea, northern Kenya and the Karamoja region of Uganda. 


The ‘Horn of Africa Drought Alert’ signals an estimated shortfall of USD 716 million in the affected countries through December 2008. While each country differs, the bulk of the country appeals comprise of food needs (between 70 to 90% of the total appeal). But vital activities supporting nutrition, health, water, sanitation and emergency agriculture also remain largely under-resourced. I would point out that many governments in the region have made progress in reducing poverty and enhancing agricultural and economic growth. However, these gains are at risk from the terrible impact of drought and rising food and fuel costs.
Despite the intensity of the challenge, and the rapidly deteriorating situation, it is still possible working with the governments of the affected countries, to avert a major crisis through our joint efforts if we have immediate resources to respond promptly to the needs outlined in this Alert. I therefore urge you to respond generously to help 16 million people across the region. The UN and NGO partners, who are intensively stepping up their efforts on the ground, depend on the generosity of governments like yours to carry out their humanitarian mandate of alleviating human suffering in such emergencies. 


Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.  


John Holmes


Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs
 and Emergency Relief Coordinator

His Excellency 

Mr. Douglas Alexander
Secretary of State

Department for International Development

London
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