

Decision 2

10 September 2008


Decision 2
10 September 2008
Draft General Decision on Administrative, Financial and Programme Matters

The Executive Committee,

(a)
Confirms that the activities proposed under the Biennial Programme Budget for the years 2008-2009, as set out in document A/AC.96/1055, have been found on review to be consistent with the Statute of the Office of the High Commissioner (General Assembly Resolution 428 (V)); the High Commissioner’s other functions as recognized, promoted or requested by the General Assembly, the Security Council, or the Secretary-General; and the relevant provisions of the Financial Rules for Voluntary Funds Administered by the High Commissioner for Refugees;

(b)
Approves the programmes and budgets for Regional Programmes, Global Programmes and Headquarters under the revised Annual Programme Budget for the year 2008 amounting to $1,163,155,800 (including the United Nations Regular Budget contribution, an Operational Reserve (representing 10 per cent of programmed activities) and the “New or additional activities – mandate-related” Reserve; notes that these provisions, together with those of $10 million for Junior Professional Officers as well as the needs under Supplementary Programmes of $577,214,900, bring total requirements in 2008 to $1,750,370,700; and authorizes the High Commissioner within these total appropriations, to effect adjustments in Regional Programmes, Global Programmes and Headquarters budgets;

(c)
Notes that the “New or additional activities – mandate-related” Reserve appropriation level of $50 million for 2009 may prove insufficient; and authorizes UNHCR to increase the 2009 appropriation to $75 million;

(d)
Approves the programmes and budgets for Regional Programmes, Global Programmes and Headquarters under the revised Annual Programme Budget for the year 2009 amounting to $1,265,460,600, including the United Nations Regular Budget contribution, an Operational Reserve (representing 10 per cent of programmed activities) of $108,223,700 and an amount of $75 million for the “New or additional activities – mandate-related” Reserve; notes that these provisions, together with those of $10 million for Junior Professional Officers, bring total requirements for the 2009 Annual Programme Budget to $1,275,460,600; and authorizes the High Commissioner within these total appropriations, to effect adjustments in Regional Programmes, Global Programmes and Headquarters budgets;

(e)
Notes the Report of the Board of Auditors to the General Assembly on the Accounts of the Voluntary Funds administered by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for the year ended 31 December 2007 (A/AC.96/1054), and the High Commissioner’s Measures Taken or Proposed in Response to the Recommendations of the Report of the Board of Auditors (A/AC.96/1054/Add.1); as well as the Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on UNHCR’s Annual Programme Budget for the year 2008 (A/AC.96/1055/Add.1) and the various reports of the High Commissioner related to oversight activities (A/AC.96/1056, 1057 and 1058); and requests to be kept regularly informed on the measures taken to address the recommendations and the observations raised in these various oversight documents;
(f)
Notes that UNHCR is foreseeing the establishment of 22 Supplementary Programme Budgets in 2009 as listed in section V of Part II of document A/AC.96/1055, and that the total budget for these Programmes is provisionally estimated at $534.7 million, thereby provisionally bringing UNHCR’s total requirements in 2009 to $1,810.2 million;

(g)
Requests the High Commissioner, within the resources available, to respond flexibly and efficiently to the needs currently indicated under the Biennial Programme Budget for the years 2008-2009; and authorizes him, in the case of additional new emergency needs that cannot be met fully from the Operational Reserve, to create Supplementary Programmes and issue Special Appeals; 

(h)
Acknowledges with appreciation the burden that continues to be shouldered by developing and least developed countries hosting refugees; and urges Member States to recognize this valuable contribution to the protection of refugees and to participate in efforts to promote durable solutions; and

(i)
Urges Member States, in the light of the extensive needs to be addressed by the Office of the High Commissioner, to respond generously and in a spirit of solidarity, and in a timely manner, to his appeal for resources to meet in full the approved 2008-2009 Biennial Programme Budget; and to support initiatives to ensure that the Office is resourced in a better and more predictable manner, while keeping “earmarking” to a minimum level.
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