REVISED NGO Statement Drafting Procedure for Statements to

UNHCR 42nd Standing Committee, 24-26 June 2008
ICVA is now requesting NGOs to step forward to volunteer to draft statements and for other NGOs to provide input for the statements.
- TUESDAY, 20 MAY, 15:00 (GMT +2): NGOs volunteer to draft statements by replying to this message. An updated message is sent out, indicating the contact details of drafters, as well as any missing lead drafters.

- TUESDAY, 27 MAY: Teleconference on NGO Statements (see below).

- TUESDAY, 3 JUNE, 15:00 (GMT +2): The first draft of each statement from the lead drafters to be sent to the ICVA Secretariat for distribution to NGOs.

- FRIDAY, 6 JUNE: Input and/or comments on the drafts are to be provided directly to the drafters.

- TUESDAY, 10 JUNE, 15:00 (GMT +2): Second drafts incorporating suggestions and comments are sent to the ICVA Secretariat by drafters, and are subsequently circulated to the NGOs.

- FRIDAY, 13 JUNE: Comments on the second drafts (but no new input unless there has been a new event warranting an addition/change) are to be provided directly to the drafters.

- TUESDAY, 17 JUNE, 15:00 (GMT +2): The third (and final) draft of each statement, incorporating comments on the second draft, will be received from the lead drafters by the ICVA Secretariat to copy-edit, format, and send to NGOs in advance of the meeting. Only serious objections (i.e. legal/factual inaccuracies) can be raised to these drafts and are to be provided directly to the ICVA Secretariat.
For details on the drafting procedure, please refer to the outcome of the meeting on the NGO Statement Drafting Process held on 27 June 2007 for the process being followed for this Standing Committee meeting. The outcome document can be found on the ICVA website at <www.icva.ch/doc00002415.html>.

This document also refers to the continuous nature of the drafting process and the input from NGOs that is invited, ideally, throughout the year. We have received no particular input since the March Standing Committee. We invite you to solicit input from the field and pass it on to ICVA on a regular basis throughout the year.
TELECONFERENCE

As part of the NGO statement drafting process, the ICVA Secretariat will host a meeting/teleconference to discuss issues for inclusion in NGO statements. One of the aims of this discussion is to find ways to prioritise issues to be included in the NGO statements and to ensure that these statements do not present a long list of issues without clear messages.

In order to allow NGOs from around the world to participate in this process, ICVA will organise two teleconferences for TUESDAY, 27 MAY:

- The first teleconference is at 08:30 (GMT +2)

- The second is at 16:00 (GMT +2)

Colleagues in Geneva are welcome to join us for either or both teleconferences at the ICVA offices (where coffee will be provided).

To access either teleconference please call: +41(0)22 580 59 81

When prompted, please enter the PIN number: 608843#

Please RSVP if you will join the call. I few do not receive any RSVPs by Monday, 12 MAY, 15:00 (GMT +2), the calls will be cancelled. For NGOs based in developing countries, the ICVA Secretariat would be pleased to call you if you provide us with a land line number.
