IDP Profiling

Background

In most countries affected by internal displacement, there is a lack of reliable data on the number of IDPs, their geographic distribution and other demographic characteristics. The lack of IDP data is a key obstacle to effective advocacy and targeted programming, and thus negatively impacts on the delivery of assistance and protection to IDPs. Mindful of this gap, the IASC-WG in June 2004 agreed on the need to “develop an inter-agency framework of system-wide collection and analysis of IDP-related information”. The PCWG included the development and finalization of of standards and guidelines on IDP profiling in its 2007 workplan.   

Profiling Guidance

Based on the June 2004 IASC-WG decision, NRC/IDMC and OCHA/DPSS, with support from UNHCR, developed draft Guidance on Profiling IDPs. The drafting process was overseen by a Steering Group comprising key agencies and involved extensive consultations with a broad range of stakeholders at the headquarters and field levels. The draft includes agency comments on the first version distributed in May 2006 as well as the outcomes of a field-testing of the draft in Somalia during 2006/07; a workshop organized by UNHCR in Nairobi in October 2006 to gather lessons-learned from previous profiling exercises; and a Stakeholders Meeting in February 2007.

Purpose and scope 
The Guidance is designed to help Country Teams gather better data on IDPs by proposing different methodologies and providing advice on choosing the optimum method for a given country context. The Guidance covers all types of internal displacement situations.  

Structure

The first two main chapters discuss what profiling is, why it is important, who should be profiled and who is responsible for doing it. The third chapter includes a brief description of the available methodologies and their respective pros and cons.

Link with other tools

The Guidance complements other inter-agency tools, either existing or under development under the auspices of the PCWG, including the Inter-Agency Handbook on IDP Protection and the IDP Protection Framework.
Next steps

Following discussion at the PCWG, the Guidance will be submitted to the IASC-WG for endorsement. In parallel, efforts are ongoing to develop response capacity at the headquarters level to support Country Teams with implementing profiling exercises. UNHCR, NRC/IDMC and UNFPA have coordinated appeals submitted under the Global Protection Cluster Appeal 2007/08 aimed at increasing their capacity to analyse profiling needs, support and conduct profiling exercises in the field and further develop profiling methodologies. Moreover, a workshop convened by UNHCR and UNFPA in Brussels in March 2007 recommended the establishment of a broad informal and open network of interested organizations, the setting-up of a permanent inter-agency working group on IDP profiling issues, and the establishment of an inter-agency response structure to organize and support IDP profiling activities.      
