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I.
Background

The 2007 Humanitarian Affairs Segment of ECOSOC will take place from Monday 16 July to Wednesday, 18 July  2007 in Geneva. Ambassador Hjálmar Hannesson of Iceland has been appointed Vice-President for the Humanitarian Affairs Segment for the current session under the overall ECOSOC presidency of Ambassador Dalius Čekuolis of Lithuania. 

On 5 March, delegations concluded negotiations on the theme and topics for panel discussions for the ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment 2007 to be formally adopted by ECOSOC at its next organizational session.  They are as follows:

Theme
Strengthening the coordination of United Nations humanitarian assistance through enhancing the effectiveness of needs-based humanitarian assistance.  
Panels
1) The use of military assets in natural disaster relief
2) Needs-based humanitarian financing, including the CERF 

During its next organizational session, ECOSOC will also decide whether or not to hold a joint event on the transition from relief to development, which, if agreed, is likely to take place on Friday, 13 July 2007 from 15:00 to 18:00.  

II.
Update on ECOSOC preparations

Based on this decision by Member States, OCHA has begun preparations for both the reports and the programme for the July Segment.

a) Reports

The three reports of the Secretary-General listed below will be considered during the Humanitarian Affairs Segment this year.  

	Title
	Lead
	Status
	Due date

	Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations
	OCHA w/ IASC
	Consultations with the IASC on the draft outline will take place on 12 March.
	25 May 

	The Central Emergency Response Fund
	CERF Secretariat w/CERF-eligible agencies and organizations
	A draft outline is under preparation
	25 May 

	Strengthening emergency relief, reconstruction, rehabilitation and prevention in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster
	UNDP w/ IASC/UNDG task force on tsunami recovery
	
	25 May 


In addition, the report of the Joint Inspection Unit, Towards a United Nations humanitarian assistance programme for disaster response, along with a response from the Secretary-General to the report, will also be considered as part of the Segment.

 (b) Panel discussions 

Once the drafting process for the reports is underway, OCHA will begin consultations with the IASC and UNDG on proposed speakers and formats for the panel discussions and on the transitions event, should it be agreed.  OCHA also welcomes the inclusion of informal side events into the ECOSOC programme, should IASC members wish to hold them.

Proposed Action by the IASC-WG
1. The IASC-WG is asked to play an active role in the development and drafting of the SG’s reports and recommendations to ECOSOC ensure that humanitarian policy priorities for Member States are effectively reflected in ECOSOC discussions and resolutions. 

2. The IASG-WG is asked to work closely with OCHA to ensure that the ECOSOC panel discussions and side events are both relevant and dynamic.  
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